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DOWN MEMORY LANE
The Ghost of ‘Old Wodley’
There have been some enquiries to the Grapevine about the
reference in April’s DML page to the ghost of ‘Old Wodley’… so here
we go with the story about the village ghost.
The ghostly vision was supposedly the spirit of the Rev. William
Wodley, at one time curate at Stewkley Church. He was uncle to the
Rev. Charles Ashfield, vicar of Stewkley from 1802 to 1830, and
who is commemorated on a plaque over the pulpit on the north
wall of St Michael’s.
When the change in the calendar was made in 1752, and the Julian
Calendar was replaced by the Gregorian Calendar, there was huge
uproar throughout the country. The formula for calculating leap
years was changed and 11 days were dropped from the calendar
from September 1752.

People marched in protest, crying out: “Give us back our eleven
days!”
Rioting took place in Stewkley at the south end of the village
around modern‐day Kings Street, known then as ‘the City’. With the
crowd out of control, the Rev. Wodley rode his white horse into the
midst of the rabble and read the Riot Act. The myth developed
amongst the older generation that ‘Old Wodley’ would appear in
times of conflict, in mystical form wearing a long, white, flowing
beard upon a white charger in the vicinity of the Manor House
where William Wodley lived at one time. This belief persisted for
many years, and at the end of the 19th century, when the Manor
was vacant for a time, religious services were held in the rooms.
One such special service was conducted with the express purpose
of ‘exorcising’ the ghost.

Then and Now:
Chapel Square
The relaxed formality of Chapel Square continues today despite the changes to the elevations on the north side and the detraction of
overhead wires. The major change followed the 1990 demolition of the 1839 Wesleyan Methodist Chapel and its replacement on the site
by the ‘chapelesque’ home of 3 Chapel Square.
The attractive property forming Heady’s Farmhouse and Bakery, has also been lost and that site is now the car park of The Swan pub.
The Swan Public House, a 17‐19th century Grade II Listed Building, remains little changed. In 1910, The Swan offered good
accommodation and sold Berkhamsted brewery Locke and Smith’s Ales and Stout. The brewery went into receivership in 1913 and was
taken over by Watford brewery, Benskins.
Behind the trees at far left can be seen the chimney of Penfold End Farmhouse, 7 Chapel Square, built in 1861.

FROM THE GRAPEVINE 10 YEARS AGO…

FROM THE GRAPEVINE 20 YEARS AGO…

From JUne 2009, a sub‐committee of the Parish Plan team
highlighted the main ‘wants’ of village youngsters as a youth
club‐cum‐café, a frequent bus service, and a village shop…
Nature Notebook announced a conducted tour of the Wildlife
Reserve with ecologist, Matthew Dodd...the Grapevine’s Just a
Minute reported that Stewkley eventually got its street lights
in 1962, only 30 years after they were first proposed in 1932,
when the electricity supply arrived…Arthur Lyttle was re‐
elected Parish Council Chairman at the Annual Parish Council
Meeting…Stewkley Tennis Club Men’s 1st team were
champions of their Aylesbury Winter League, winning all ten
of their matches…and Stewkley district achieved a record flag‐
week in the Royal National Lifeboat Institution collection,
overseen by committee member, Jean Spier, who
simultaneously helped organize the tremendous English
Village Life Weekend in May.

From June 1999, Stewkley folk responded in kind with charity
gifts of clothing and food in support of over 60 Kosovan
families, refugees of the civil war in the Balkans…Stewkley FC
U‐12s were title winners of Milton Keynes and Border
Counties’ 4th Division…Mick Pragnell hit 110 not out leading
Stewkley to victory over Leyhill in the National Village Cricket
Cup…a re‐organisation of Aylesbury Rural Policing would post
nine officers at Wing Police Station, four ‘beat’ officers’ and five
‘response units’…John Kemp initiated a Stewkley Village Diary
to be sited in Stewkley Library in an attempt to avoid clashes
of event dates…the Buckinghamshire County Museum in
Aylesbury was appealing for ‘memories and objects’ for an
upcoming Millennium Exhibition…and Stewkley Rights of Way
Association was mourning the passing away of George Picton
and Grace Brewer who with husband and soulmate Bert, led
their first ever walk in 1987.

