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Ivy Lane and the Drovers’ Way 

The ancient drovers’ route crosses High 

Street North from a point immediately north 

of Pond House to Ivy Lane. Sadly its line 

westwards has been blocked off by an 

extension to Pond House. It was part of an 

ancient track from Wales, via Banbury 

Market to Smithfield Market in London. Until 

the 19th century, livestock, mainly sheep 

and cattle but also  geese, were driven to 

market along this track. It continued along 

Ivy Lane (or Backway, as locals know it) and 

up the wide expanse of Garners Lane 

towards the capital city. 

There were several ponds for the watering 

of animals along its route. The triangular 

area forward of Nos 28‐34 Ivy Lane was 

once a pond, and these cottages are still 

referred to locally as Pond Cottages. Another 

pond still exists today at the north end of Ivy 

Lane adjacent to the old Rose and Crown 

pub.  

Pond Cottages lead the eye into Ivy Lane 

which is given interest by the presence of 

Bonham Farm with its green space and 

mature trees. The lane is set in a cutting and 

has an intimate character with small clusters 

of dwellings thinning out to reveal views of 

the nearby countryside. Its rural character is 

enhanced by grass verges, low picket 

fencing, iron railings  and a village pump. 

The attractive thatched cottages on the left 

in the 1920s image have been demolished. 

The dormer‐windowed cottages in the 

middle distance are Grade II Listed. No 14, 

Little Dormers, was the country hideout of 

Emmeline and Sylvia Pankhurst from time to 

time between 1912 and 1914. Badly 

damaged by fire on 19 January 1953, the 

thatched roofs were later replaced with clay 

tiles.

DOWN MEMORY LANE
Continuing our series looking at Stewkley past and present

FROM THE GRAPEVINE 10 YEARS AGO… 
From May 2010, Google street‐view at last caught up with Stewkley…Nature Notebook returned after a few months’ 

absence…Mike Draycott had designed and launched a new website for Stewkley  Wildlife Reserve…the village was 

preparing for the 2010 General Election…Stewkley parish was soon to become part of a new eight church team 

ministry led by a Rector to be based in the village…divisional champions, Stewkley  Reserves reached the Division 

Two Cup Final succumbing 4‐2 to Southcott Reserves at Buckingham Town’s ground…big screen events were to 

be launched in the village hall by Stewkley Films…the PC was threatening to prosecute those identified as guilty 

of allowing dog fouling in the Rec…and the new What’s On diary was looking forward to lots of outdoor activities 

in the summer ahead. 

 

FROM THE GRAPEVINE 20 YEARS AGO… 
From May 2000, Nicola Skinner, Stewkley’s postmistress, then based in the old Stewkley School building, attended 

a London protest rally against post office closures…the Short Mat Bowls Club retained the John Robinson Cup in 

the final against Haddenham…the village was organising its own lottery to raise money towards the £30,000 cost 

of the refurbishment of St Michael’s church bells… and Robert Dickens had penned a poem for the front page 

bemoaning the seemingly never‐ending disruption being visited on the village by the roadworks for the new water 

main.
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Stewkley nature reserve newly has its own website, a  

labour of love b  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

oogle has caught up with Stewkley, and with a few of 

our village folk. The worldwide Internet search engine 

company deployed its sometimes-controversial street-view 

camera technology here, and last month the results went 

on-line. Using the Google interface, it is now possible to 

roam our streets at will using just a computer screen and 

mouse. 
It appears, in the most part, to have been a sunny day in 

spring last year when Google’s street-view car drove past 

our homes with its 360-degree camera lens mounted on top 

of the vehicle. The spring sun was in the western sky when 

the car travelled along High Street North, picking up camera 

shots of spring flowers and magnolia trees in full bloom. 

Surprisingly there were few vehicles, and even fewer 

villagers about …. but there were some. 
Details, and more pictures page 9 
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Next issue deadline:  6pm Tuesday May 18 

To advertise, call 240069 

Editorial content to  Harveys or Fountains  
or email grapevine@stewkley.org  

At home, or away, download the Grapevine at 
www.stewkley.org 

NATURE NOTEBOOK IS BACK 

 

 

This sparrow hawk was photographed in a High Street 

North garden last month by Mike Draycott. After a few 

months without Nature Notebook, the Grapevine is pleased 

to announce its return. See page 6.  
 

As a labour of love, a villager has created a website 

especially for the Stewkley Wildlife Reserve. It gives a 

comprehensive guide to what to look out for, and 

when to find it. 

 
Details page 8 
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If you enjoyed this, why not visit the Parish Council’s Audio History Trail by going to www.stewkley.org or looking out for the trail signs on the 
telegraph poles?




