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DOWN MEMORY LANE
Medieval StewkleyMedieval Stewkley

Forming part of the Scheduled Monument moated site at Nuneham Hill Field is 
a medieval hollow way running beside the moat on its north-west side. Hollow 
ways, sometimes known as sunken lanes, are a common characteristic of the 
landscape of southern England.
It is an ancient continuation of today’s School Lane, now a cul-de-sac, which turns 
south-west off High Street North opposite the parish church. A public footpath 
follows the route of the hollow way, descending the slope of Nuneham Hill Field 
and crossing over the headwater stream of Hardwick Brook, the most northerly 
tributary of the River Thame. The footpath route continues up the other side 

The Hollow Way at Nuneham Hill Field

FROM THE GRAPEVINE  
10 YEARS AGO…
From May 2013, excitement mounted as 
Stewkley FC reached the final of the Oving Cup 
where they were to play Wingrave…Ann Winsor 
won a Bucks High Sheriff Award for services to 
Bucks Children’s Centres…Sue Neale featured 
in the news once more, this time as victorious captain of the 
Short Mat Bowls team that bowled over favourites Ivinghoe 
Beacon in the John Robinson Cup Final at Wing…the village 
churches combined to process through the village to bear 
witness on an unseasonably  snowy and bitterly cold Palm 
Sunday…Stewkley Singers were busy putting the final touches 
to their May concert, a ‘Night at the Opera’…the PC gave 
its approval to government funding to restore a passenger 
rail service, East-West Rail, between Oxford and Bedford to 
be operational by December 2017 (ah well, better late than 
never)…Alan Dickens produced his usual comprehensive and 
informative Wildlife Reserve annual report…and Natalie Mills’ 
The Shop rescued Andrew Beer’s bees with a life-saving next 
day delivery of cane sugar.
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  FOOTBALLERS HEAD FOR CUP FINAL 
	  Stewkley	   Football	   Club's	   First	   Xl	  
has	   reached	   the	   final	   of	   the	  Oving	  Cup,	   founded	   in	   1889	   and	   one	   of	  
the	   oldest	   cup	   competitions	   in	  competitive	   football	   in	   the	  
country.	   It	   is	   the	   eighth	   time	  
Stewkley	   has	   reached	   the	   final,	  having	   won	   the	   Cup	   on	   just	   three	  
occasions,	  the	  last	  being	  in	  2003.	  Stewkley's	   route	   to	   the	   final	   took	  
them	   via	   victories	   over	   Oakley,	  
Haddenham	  and,	   in	   the	  semi-‐final,	  Steeple	  Claydon,	  who	  were	  playing	  
at	   home.	   The	   match	   was	   hard	  fought,	   Stewkley	   quickly	   building	  
up	  a	  2-‐1	  lead,	  a	  lead	  they	  held	  until	  
half-‐time.	   Steeple	   Claydon	  equalised	  by	  way	  of	  a	  penalty,	  but	  
neither	  side	  could	  find	  a	  winner	  in	  the	  90	  minutes,	  so	  the	  match	  went	  
to	  extra	   time.	  The	   tie	  was	  decided	  
five	  minutes	   before	   the	   end	  when	  Stewkley	  grabbed	  the	  winner.	  Stewkley’s	  goal	  scorers	  in	  the	  first	  half	   were	   Mark	   Aldis	   and	   Jack	  

Howe.	   Shane	   Orchard	   provided	  
assists	   for	   these	   two	   goals,	   after	  stunning	  personal	  displays	  in	  both	  
the	   previous	   two	   rounds	   of	   the	  
competition.	   The	   winning	   goal	  came	  from	  a	  long	  range	  effort	  from	  
Gavin	  Hall.	  	  In	   the	   final,	   to	   be	   held	   at	   Oving	  
Recreation	   Ground	   on	   Bank	  
Holiday	   Monday,	   May	   6,	   Stewkley	  will	   be	   playing	   Wingrave,	   who	  
defeated	   last	   year's	   cup	   winners	  Grendon	   Rangers	   in	   their	   semi-‐final.	  	  

The	   Oving	   Cup	   competition	   has	  
run	   every	   year	   since	   1889,	   except	  
for	   periods	   during	   the	   two	   wars,	  and	   this	   month's	   final	   will	   be	   the	  
113th.	  It	  kicks	  off	  at	  2.30pm.	  In	   the	   13-‐team	   North	   Bucks	  
League	   Premier	   Division,	   as	   the	  
end	   of	   the	   season	   approaches,	  Stewkley	   are	   presently	   mid-‐table	  
with	   nine	   victories	   from	   their	   21	  outings.	  Team	  news	  page	  20.	  

The	   village’s	   Short	   Mat	   Bowls	  team	   walked	   off	   with	   the	  Robinson	   Cup	   shield	   after	  defeating	   the	   favourites	   Beacon	  (from	  Ivinghoe)	   in	  the	  final	  of	   the	  competition	  at	  Wing.	  The	   John	   Robinson	   Cup	   is	  contested	   every	   year	   by	   the	   12	  teams	   in	   the	   Aylesbury	   and	  District	   Friendly	   League.	   The	  competition	   is	   held	   in	  memory	  of	  Wing	   player	   John	   Robinson,	  whose	   widow	   Carol	   was	   present	  to	  watch	  proceedings.	  In	   each	   match,	   members	   of	   both	  teams	   have	   to	   draw	   lots	   to	  establish	   who	   plays	   singles,	  doubles	  or	   trebles.	  The	  match	  got	  off	  to	  a	  good	  start	  with	  Stewkley’s	  Colin	  Hall	  and	  David	  Marston,	  who	  had	   drawn	   the	   singles	   “short	  straws”,	  gaining	  a	  nine	  point	  lead.	  The	   margin	   did	   not	   actually	  guarantee	   Stewkley’s	   win,	   but	   it	  went	   a	   long	  way	   to	   ensuring	   that	  it	   happened	   in	   what	   captain	   Sue	  Neale	  described	  as	  “a	  whole	   team	  effort.”	  
In	   fact,	   the	   match	   went	   down	   to	  the	   last	   game	   with	   Stewkley	  

victory	  being	  by	  just	  three	  points	  –	  52	  to	  49.	  	  The	  other	  members	  of	  the	   winning	   team	   were:	   Brian	  Jones,	   Gregory	   Marston,	   Julia	  Corkett,	   	   Jim	   Wilkinson,	   Sandy	  Flewin,	   Geoff	   Thompson,	   Colin	  “Scrobe”	   Beasley,	   Diane	   Bygrave	  and	  Neil	  Shefferd.	  	  	  

BOWLING THEM OVER AT WING 

Short Mat Bowls Captain Sue Neale with Shield 

More unusual  village visitors   
SEE 
NATURE WATCH  PAGE 12 

Congratulations	  to	  Ann	  Winsor	   from	  High	  Street	  North	  who	  

has	   been	   honoured	   to	   receive	   a	   High	   Sheriff	   Award	   for	  

services	   to	   Buckinghamshire	   Children's	   Centres.	   It	   was	  

presented	  at	  a	  ceremony	  last	  month.	  	  	  Details:	  page	  9	  

An 
Award 

for Ann 

Candidates	   from	   the	   Liberal	   Democrat,	   Conservative	  	  

and	  UKIP	  parties	   line	  up	   for	  your	  vote	   in	  elections	   for	  

Buckinghamshire	  County	  Council.	  See	  page	  12.	  

LOCAL	  ELECTIONS	  LINE-‐UP:	  	  POLLING	  DAY	  MAY	  2	  AT	  THE	  VILLAGE	  HALL	  

FROM THE GRAPEVINE  
20 YEARS AGO…
From May 2003, there was to be an election in 
Stewkley Parish Council for the first time in 16 
years with nine hopeful and (judging by their 
mugshots in Grapevine) youthful-looking 
candidates for eight seats…having last lifted 
the trophy 43 years ago, Stewkley FC appeared in the Oving 
Cup Final  against Bierton, but as the score had still been 
drawn after extra time, it was due a replay…the PC reported 
that the Newton Longville waste incinerator proposal had 
been shelved…a minute from the 1938 PC minute book 
noted an appeal from the Leighton Buzzard postmaster that 
insufficient street numbering of Stewkley village properties 
made delivering letters very difficult for his postmen (gosh 
Mr Postmaster, ANY postal deliveries would be welcome in 
2023)…and St Michael’s Church bells were at last on the move 
to Hayward Mills foundry in Nottingham for their specialist 
restoration after four years of dedicated village fund raising 
which realised £35,000 (roughly £60,000 at today’s value.)

 

THE NEXT GRAPEVINE   Deadline for the next issue:  Thurs 22nd May To advertise, call 240069 Editorial content to Harveys, Fountains or  The Library  
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 Lining Up for the Parish Council
◆The May 
Grapevine is published early ahead of the village’s first election for Parish Councillors in at least 16 years.   

◆Also in this Grapevine: a soccer special  with Stewkley midway between two cup final matches  

◆And why the Church was closed  

  
 

All in your 20-page Grapevine special  
 

EARLY 
GRAPEVINE  

The entire membership of Stewkley Parish Council is up for election and, with 

nine candidates for the eight seats, there will be an election for the first time in at 

least 16 years. Normally Parish Councils have to be elected every four years, but 

there have been no elections on the last three occasions because there were not 

enough candidates.  With one existing parish councillor not seeking re-election, the new council will 

have at least one new member. The Grapevine asked each candidate to write up 

to 175 words about themselves, or their policies – the results appear on pages 

eight, nine and ten. Polling takes place at the Village Hall on Thursday May 1st, between the hours 

of 8am and 9pm. Official poll cards have been delivered throughout the village.  

An election takes place during the same times for a local representative on Aylesbury 

Vale District Council. There are two candidates, the existing district councillor, Nick 

Jennings (Conservative), and Stewkley Parish Council Chairman Arthur Lyttle 

(Labour). At the last election  Nick Jennings defeated Arthur Lyttle in a three-way fight 

involving a Liberal Democrat candidate. Read their contributions on page eleven. 

Counting for both elections will take place at Wing Village Hall after the polls close. 

Email the Grapevine at: grapevine@stewkley.fsnet.co.uk 

INCINERATOR THREAT LIFTED The threat of a waste incinerator and associated giant chimney at Newton Longville seems to have been lifted, the Parish Council heard at it’s April meeting. Council report: Page 3 

STEWKLEY FC TO REPLAY CUP FINAL 
A good many Stewkley folk turned out to support the 
village soccer team in the final of the Oving Cup, the 
premier local villages knock-up competition, on 
Easter Monday. The match against Beirton was 
drawn 1-1 after extra time.  The replay will be at 
Oving on Bank Holiday Monday, May 5th, at 5.30pm.  
Match Report Page 19. Special article Page 17. St Michael’s Church Bell Fund 

 PLANT SALE & COFFEE MORNING 
 St Michael’s Church Saturday May 17th 10am-12noon  

 Includes: Cake/Produce, Bring & Buy, Raffle, Cards, Paintings 
 

High Street Methodist Church 
 CCEENNTTEENNAARRYY  CCEELLEEBBRRAATTIIOONNSS   May 24th, 25th & 26th   Details Page Seven  

 

Proceeds to  Florence Nightingale House & Willen Hospice  

The Hollow Way, Nuneham Hill Historic England scheduled monument site 

The route of the Hollow Way south-west towards Littlecote

of the valley and 
connects Stewkley 
village and its  
Grade I Listed  
St Michael’s Church 
with Littlecote 
1.5 miles to the 
south-west. This 
is the site of the 
deserted medieval 
hamlet of Lidcote, 
also an Historic 
England Scheduled 
Monument.
The hollow way is 
up to 1m deep and 
about 5m wide. At a 
point about half way 
along the adjacent 

moat’s north-west side, it has been infilled to form a causeway from the moat to 
a more recent track running along the far side of the hollow way.
Post Roman Britain and prior to the 18th-century, most new roads were merely 
unmetalled, heavily-used trackways. This one almost certainly evolved as the 
most convenient and direct route to get the medieval worshippers of Lidcote 
(without a separate parish church) to religious services and events in Stewkley 
Church.
The Grapevine Heritage Correspondent thanks Historic England in researching 
this article.


