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DOWN MEMORY LANE
Agriculture has always 
been central to life in 
Stewkley and the malting 
and brewing of beer 
were closely connected 
to it. There were three 
‘maltings’ or malting yards 
in Stewkley. One was in 
Fishweir, another at The 
Old Swan, and the third on 
the site of today’s Maltings 
Close, where Jones’ bakery 
once stood.
It was a ritual fundamentally 
unchanged from medieval 
times using threshed, 
germinated barley, boiled 
in great coppers with 
yeast and hops in the 
fermentation process. The 
first brewing was taken 
off as ‘best beer’. More 
malt and water were then 
added, and the brew 
boiled up yet again to 
make ‘small beer’. Swan public house, Chapel Square, Stewkley, 1907 above and current day below.
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Malting and brewing of beer when it was safer to drink beer than water.

Before mains tap water came 
to Stewkley in 1940, drinking 
water depended on locally dug 
wells and pumps. This had been 
so for centuries, and drinking 
water was sometimes unsafe 
and unpleasant. To maintain 
hydration, households, 
workplaces and even schools, 
had small beer to drink. It was 
generally between 0.5 and 
2.8% ABV and was a staple of 
daily life, and indeed often 
safer to drink than water from 
the wells. Both ‘small beer’ 
and the higher alcohol content 
‘best beer’ were consumed in 
large quantities. Because of this 
phenomenon, in the mid-19th 
century, there were ten licensed 
public houses or beer houses 
in the village, serving a village 
total population of about 1,500. 
An even more astonishing 
statistic, towards the end of 
that century, there were only 
about 300 adult males in the 
population who might have 
felt the need to quench their 
thirst with a ‘best beer’, but 
only half of that number ever 
visited a pub (perhaps because 
they were Methodist?)   By the 
mid-1950s (a dozen years after 

mains water arrived in Stewkley), the number of pubs remaining had fallen to six, and today we’re 
down to just the Carpenters Arms. However, that’s another story and not just because the water’s 
now safe to drink!
Kate Mayne (Stewkley, Bucks, 1955) recalled that the principal village brewery was at the Old Swan 
on Chapel Square. In the mid-19th century, the Old Swan was owned by Thomas Hedges who also 
owned the White Horse Hotel at Islington Cattle Market in London. Beer for his London premises 
was brewed at the Old Swan in Stewkley and hauled by horsedrawn waggon up to London. The 
beer was apparently much liked by dealers and drovers attending the cattle market. When they 
called at the Islington White Horse, they invariably ordered a pint of ‘Old Stewkley’. 

©
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FROM THE GRAPEVINE 
10 YEARS AGO…
From April 2014, little 
Lucia Pollard was 
pictured enjoying her 1st 
birthday…94 years young, 
the late Bert Brewer hung 
up his Grapevine delivery 
bag for the final time…
obituaries were published 
for the late Roger 
Olney, Joan Bowsher 
and Ian McInally…the 
annual Senior Citizens’ 
Afternoon Tea was as well attended as ever…approval 
by AVDC for a single-storey extension  to create 
storage to the Village Hall was announced at the 
latter’s AGM…Stewkley Explorers enjoyed a practice 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Bronze Award expedition in 
the Chiltern Hills…Nature Watch reported that the 
drier, sunnier first half of March had brought out 
some insects early from hibernation, especially the 
bumble bees…and dog poo was again the subject of 
consternation with fouling on the Recreation Ground. 

FROM THE GRAPEVINE 20 YEARS 
AGO…
From April 2004, nine new streetlights 
were to be erected by the Parish 
Council in particularly dark spots to 
enhance public safety…the sound 
of St Michael’s Church bells rang out 
through the village once again as the 
major conservation works by Hayward 
Mills Associates to the bells and 
ringing chamber were completed. 
Vicar the Rev Norman Cotton paid 
particular tribute to churchwarden 
and bell ringer John Sheldon for the 
countless hours of frustrating difficulties he spent in “shepherding 
the project through many meetings and mountains of e-mails, 
negotiating with national committees and ringing experts who 
couldn’t agree with each other!”…Tennis Club juniors enjoyed 
a successful year in MK League with U-15s, Shane Orchard, Chris 
Collins, Joel Lewin, and the U-18s, Daniel Willey and William 
Oakes, all unbeaten…Stewkley was about to be reduced to its 
pre-1946 state of only one village public phone box…and parish 
charity, the Stewkley Fund for Disabled Ex-Servicemen was 
wound-up

	  	  

 

April 2014 

 
GRAPEVINE DEADLINE: Advertising and Editorial: Strictly Friday April 18 

Drop-off points: The Shop & Fountains Hairdressers : Contact:  email grapevine@stewkley.org         To advertise call 240069 

	  PARISH	  COUNCIL	  SHORTS	   

The participatory budget of £3,000 set aside for grants to local organisations will beallocated at the Annual Parish Meeting on Monday April 28 in the Village Hall, from 7pm.  All villagers are welcome. Deadline for applications remains Sunday April 13. Queries to Council Chairman, Paul Smith, on telephone 240255 or email bobbin60@tiscali.co.uk.  

 

The village is being registered for entry to the competition for the Bucks Best Kept Village 2014. Judging will take place some time in June. Last year, Stewkley were runners up in the DeFraine Cup for medium-sized villages, behind the winners, Seer Green. 

The	   villagers	  who	  make	   up	   the	   team	  who	   deliver	   the	  
Grapevine	  to	  every	  house	  in	  the	  village	  each	  month	  are	  
a	  dedicated	  band,	  so	  when	  one	  retires	  it’s	  always	  a	  sad	  
occasion	  for	  the	  production	  team.	  The	  latest	  retiree,	  however,	  deserves	  a	  special	  mention	  
-‐-‐	  years	  delivering:	  20;	  age:	  94.	  The	   newsletter	   was	   in	   its	   infancy	   when	   Dove	   Street	  
resident	  Bert	  Brewer	  volunteered	   to	  deliver	   to	   the	  55	  
houses	  in	  his	  road.	  	  When	  he	  first	  started	  being	  delivery	  
boy	  he	  was	  helped	  by	  his	  wife,	  Grace.	  Sadly	  she	  died	  15	  
years	  ago	  and	  he’s	  carried	  on	  single-‐handed	  ever	  since.	  
Like	   every	   deliverer,	   Bert	   has	   taken	   his	   job	   seriously	  
and	   always	   made	   every	   effort	   to	   get	   copies	   through	  
people’s	  front	  doors	  on	  the	  day	  he	  received	  his	  bag	  full.	  
These	  days,	  however,	  Bert’s	  legs	  aren’t	  as	  good	  as	  they	  
used	  to	  be	  and	  reluctantly	  he	  has	  decided	  it	  is	  time	  for	  
someone	  else	  to	  make	  the	  Dove	  Street	  deliveries.	  To	  mark	  Bert’s	   retirement,	  members	  of	   the	  Grapevine	  
production	   team	   would	   like	   to	   renew	   their	   thanks	   to	  
the	  16	  villagers	  who	  brave	  the	  elements	  each	  month	  to	  
ensure	  that	  everyone	  gets	  their	  Grapevine	  on	  time.	  

	  BERT	  CALLS	  TIME	  ON	  BEING	  A	  DELIVERY	  BOY	  
	  

Local	  Newspaper	  Highlights	  the	  Case	  of	  Little	  Lucia	  Last	  August	  the	  Grapevine	  reported	  that	  little	  Lucia	  Pollard,	  the	  then	  
three-‐month-‐old	  baby	  daughter	  of	   James	  and	  Fiona	  Pollard,	  had	   just	  
undergone	  a	   first	   session	  of	  open-‐heart	   surgery.	   She	  had	  been	  born	  
with	  a	  congenital	  heart	  condition.	  As	   she	   approaches	   her	   first	   birthday	   later	   this	   month,	   having	   now	  
had	  a	  second	  operation,	  her	  uncertain	  future	  was	  featured	  in	  a	   local	  
newspaper.	  Her	  condition	  leaves	  her	  with	  just	  half	  a	  working	  heart,	  a	  
condition	   known	   as	   Double	   Inlet	   Left	   Ventricle.	   No	   one	   with	   this	  
condition	  is	  known	  to	  have	  lived	  beyond	  their	  40th	  birthday.	  
These	   days,	   says	   mum	   Fiona,	   “she	   has	   bounced	   back	   so	   well,	   you	  
wouldn’t	   know	   anything	   was	   wrong	   with	   her.	   She’s	   a	   very	   content	  
baby;	  very	  easy-‐going,	  always	  smiling	  and	  wanting	  to	  play.”	  
Leighton	   Buzzard	   Observer	   reporter	   Amanda	   Devlin	   interviewed	  
Lucia’s	  mum	   at	   the	   family	   home	   in	  High	   Street	   South,	   an	   interview	  
that	  made	  the	  front	  page	  of	  the	  next	  edition.	  Fiona	  started	  by	  talking	  
about	   when	   she	   and	   husband	   James	   found	   out	   about	   the	   problem	  
from	  a	  hospital	  scanning	  team	  during	  the	  pregnancy.	  
She	   explained:	   “When	   they	   realised	   something	  was	  wrong,	   and	   you	  
remember	   these	  kind	  of	  moments,	   they	   told	  us	   that	  our	  baby	  had	  a	  
very	   serious	   heart	   problem.	   I	   just	   automatically	   thought	   we	   were	  
going	  to	   lose	  her.	   I	   turned	  to	  my	  mum	  and	  said	  whatever	  happens	   I	  
am	  keeping	  this	  baby.	  I	  do	  not	  care	  how	  long	  she	  is	  going	  to	  survive,	  
but	  I	  am	  keeping	  her.	  “Some	   people	   might	   not	   be	   able	   to	   handle	   the	   uncertainty	   of	   the	  
future,	   and	   I	   wouldn’t	   judge	   anyone	   on	   that,	   but	   for	   me,	   I	   was	   23	  
weeks	  when	  I	  had	  to	  make	  the	  decision.	  At	  that	  time	  I	  could	  feel	  her	  

	  	  Little	  Lucia’s	  story	  continues	  on	  page	  11.	   Photo and editorial content courtesy the Leighton Buzzard Observer 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 

PLANT SALE &  COFFEE MORNING 
 

SATURDAY 
May15TH 

10am – 12noon Includes: Cakes & Produce, Fair Trade Food Stall, Bring & Buy, Raffle, Cards, Paintings 

STEWKLEY CYGNETS EASTER EGG HUNT MONDAY APRIL 5TH   

ST MICHAEL’S SCHOOL CHILDREN’S FASHION SHOW SUNDAY APRIL 25th   

CHURCH & VILLAGE HALL ST GEORGE’S NIGHT SATURDAY APRIL 24th   

Details of  these & other events on Page 14  
THE NEXT GRAPEVINE 

 Deadline for the next issue: Tuesday 13th April.  To advertise, call 240069. 

Editorial content to Harveys, Fountains or The Library, or email grapevine@stewkley.fsnet.co.uk 
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LIGHTS.  MUSIC.  ACTION! 
 MORE VILLAGE STREET LIGHTS?   A survey by the Parish Council of village street 

lights, to identify particularly dark spots requiring an 
additional lamp to enhance public safety, has
produced a list of nine potential locations in need of 
attention. The PC is considering lamps for existing 
telegraph poles or, in one or two instances, providing 
the post also.  Every effort will be made to secure 
lights that provide a beam of maximum utility whilst 
contributing least to “light pollution,” which has
received recent publicity as detracting from the 
enjoyment of the stars in the night sky.  
Subject to amendment, the planned positions for the 
new lights are: l. On pole no.85 near 187 High St North 2. Pole (unnumbered) opposite Fountains Hair Salon 

3. Pole no.42 nr the junction of  The Retreat with High 
St North 

4. Pole no.73 adjacent to No.9 Ivy Lane 5. Pole no.70 near 20 High St. North 6. Pole no.2 beside Vicarage wall near the war 
memorial 7. A lamp post and lamp on the south side of Dove St. 
outside Nos.12/14 Dove St. 8. Pole no.65 at junction of Orchard Lane and High St. 
South 

9. Pole no.86 adjacent to no.37 Dunton Rd 

THE MUSIC OF ST. MICHAEL’S BELLS 
 

At  seven o’clock in the evening on Tuesday, March 
16, Stewkley was once again alive with the sound of 
the church bells. Major renovation work has been 
completed inside the tower and ringing chamber, 
and the bells have been removed, restored and 
retuned before being brought back to Stewkley to be 
rehung in the tower. Haywood and Mills have done a splendid job for us, 
as have builders John Walker, who lovingly restored 
the ringing chamber ceiling as a work of art. Over a period of months, many Stewkley people have 
helped with the project.  Bands of willing cleaners have 
swept, hoovered and polished. Bunt Scott has leant a 
hand whenever it was needed, not only with carpentry 
but also guiding the bells into position. Many thanks to 
all of these people. There is one person in particular who has guided the 
project through many frustrating difficulties and given 
countless hours of his time, and that is church warden 
John Sheldon.  One of the jobs of a churchwarden is to 
care for the church, and John has done so beyond the 
call of duty.  He has shepherded the project through 
many meetings and mountains of e-mails negotiating 
with National Committees and Ringing Experts who 
couldn’t agree with one another!  Our particular thanks 
go to him. 
The project has cost in the region of £40,000, and the 
Church Council would like to thank people in the village 
and further afield for their generosity, without which the 
work could not have begun. – Norman Cotton. 
 

ACTION …. 


